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AN ARTIST, HIS GIRLFRIEND AND
THEIR LIFE OF STYLE
IN A MAJESTIC VINEYARD

by Danielle Pergament

\ LONG TIME AGO, in a land far, far away, there
was a magical vallev. Lush purple grapes hung trom
rwisted vines and the ohive trees silvery leaves
ghtrered in the atternoon sun. This was over two
thousand vears ago in a place called Tuscany, and the
people who lived here were known as Etruscans,
But then things changed, as things otten do.
Owver the centuries, ditferene peoples passed through
this enchanted valley, each cultivating the vine-
vards, harvesting the grapes and drinking the truits
of their labor. During the Renaissance, one of the
WINEries grew o twice its size and a grand palazzo
was built. The wine was so delicious, so pure, so
deligheful, thar by order of Cosimo [ de’Medie,
Grand Duke of Tuscany, the region of Ciarmignano
became one of the tirst in the world to have its own
denomination of controlled origin (DOC) ensur-
ing that it could never be copied or altered. More

vears went by, and the land was passed from family to

family. They were noble dynasties with names such









as Cantucct, Bourbon, Medici. Morelli and Francheri-Rothschild. By then, the
winery too had a name of its own—it was called Capezzana.
One day a man named Count Alessandro Contini Bonacossi brought his wite

and children to Tuscany. And the valley, wich 1ts majestic rolling halls and beaurti-
fu

care tor it and love 1t as so many had betore lnm. And then the winery grew, And

Howers, cast a spell over the Count’s son, Augusto Alessandro. He began to

grew. And grew. Unril it was one of the loveliest wineries in all the world

Mot long after, Augusto Alessandro had a son named Count Ugeo. Like the
Etruscans, the noble families and his father and grandfather before him, Ugo tell
under the spell of the winery. He devoted his life to perfecting its wine, work-
ing wich his children ro create masterpieces such as Barco Reale and Villa di
Capezzana Carmignano, as well as overseeing the olive oil press and the family are
collection, portions of which had been donated to the Uttizi Gallery in Florence.
By the time Count Ugo had a family ot his own—including his grandson Leone,
the handsome painter shown on these pages wich his girlfriend, Alice—the magi-
cal winery had grown to 670 hecrares.

Sitting six hundred feet above sea level, the land basks in the sunshine by day,
and cool breezes drift through the vines by evening. The Apennine mountains
are close, protecting the delicate grapes from bitter winds and storms. Looking
over the Eden that has been passed down to him, Count Ugo becomes reflective.
“One must not lose the identity of the wine,” he savs, surveying the bounty that
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lies before him. “Tradition is the accumulation

of improvements over centuries, passed down for
generations. We should continuc to change for the
berrer.” In other words, there is every reason o
believe that this magical valley will ieself live hap-

pily ever affer, =

VISIT THE VINEYARDS

Capezzana offers one-day or one-week cooking
classes. In addition to reaching the intricacies of
pappardelle wich harc and bisrecca alla forentina,
courses often include trips to the Uthzi Gallery in
Florence, excursions to farmers’ markers, meals

at local restaurants, pizza workshops and tours of
the olive press and winery. Guests stay in a villa on
the estate, where they can take walks or relax at
the tamily pool. $2,300 per person for one week.
capczzana@capezzana.it, +39 035 8706005

TASTE THE FLAVORS

The Capezzana winery produces some of [taly's best
wines, featuring sangiovese and cabernet sauvignon
grapes. Barco Reale is intense and fruity, reflecting a
vounger, more vibrant version of sangiovese grapes;
while the clegant Villa di Capezzana Carmignano

is the cornerstone of the estate. Ghiaie della Furba s
complex and intensely spicy with Aavors of wild ber-
rics. The dessert wine Vin Santo 1s made from grapes
dried on cane mats and aged for at least tour years.

[he tamily also takes immense pride in their
Tenuta di Capezzana Extra Virgin Olive Qil.
The oil’s fresh, zingy aroma and lingering flavors
are delicious with grilled bread, over salads and
11 pasta sauces.

Capezzana wines are imported exclusively by
Moét Hennessy USA and available at finer restau-
rants, retail and wine stores nationwide. Tenuta
di Capezzana Extra Virgin Olive Oil is imported
exclusively by Manicarett and available at Dean
& Deluca and Whole Foods grocery stores, and at
www.markethalltoods.com.
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LEQOME wears al lagna metaliic suit, BEE-BBO0-34£3,
Borsaling siriped deass shirt, www.borsalino.com. Brioni wesh
www bilonicom. 2 Zegna bowtie and slip-on shoes.
BES.880-3442 A LICE wears a Long Plong saquined fank
and fur shobe. 212-980-7941, Brioni high-wolsted pants. waw,
brioni.com. Vintoge eather bedt with oversize bow from
Cavalll @ Nasti by Franco Jocassi, +3% 02 72000449, Alberia
Famafii suade pumps. www.albartalarratfi.com.
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Above: LEQNE wears a Briond silk diess shirt, www brioni.com. Borsaling susponders

www.bonaling.com. Volentino tuzedo ponts, 800-%97-0140. I Tegna bowiie
and ship-on shoes, www tegna.com, ALl CE weors on Algeria Ferrelh s
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BF F-53501-3AKS. AlDarta Ferreth suede pumps, www alberialerratli.c
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BEMNE £%



